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Defense •> 0ol« Sohofield 

Mr. Kohler welcomed the participant*, stating his belief that the work 
of the group «lght begin slowly but that it would probably pick up in 
momentum after tha Foreign Ministers* Maating of April 13-11*. He Mid 
there were eertaln uoclaar polnttf in the record of tha Paris Western Sumult j 
there had unfortunately bean no official record u wa did not plan to Intro- 
duce many new papers at this tine except one baaed on tha principle of ealf- 
determination dcaigned as a counter to Soviet euphaals on a peace treaty 
with both parts of Oermany. 

Mr. Lalcy "id he had no papers to present at the moment. It was the 
French eatlnate that at the summit the Soviets would again emphasise a 
peace treaty with "two Geman states" and their "free olty" Idea. We should 
perhaps follow the tactical line of asking the Sovieta themselves to Justify 
any change In the status of Berlin. The French Oovernnent was prepared to 
work out possible counter responses to Soviet tactics but no real Changs in 
Berlin and Oermany was expected. If this were the case, the only possibility 
for the Western side would be to work out variations on earlier Western 
positions. 

In reply to s question from Mr. Laloy as to working methods, Mr. Kohler 
said that we were willing to meet as often aa dealred and, if considered 
preferable, in subgroups. 
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Yiscount Hood said that the United Kingdom bad no new papers to 
present bat that he thought a first taek for the Quadripartite Group might 
bo to look «t tho Weatera Peace Plan and determine how It might bo revised 
or improved. In addition, we would have to go through tho verious tactical 
possibilities concerning Berlin ones more, l^e., whether wo should bo 
willing to negotiate on Borlin alone and if ao what our position should be, 

Mr, Krapf gave a short analysis of the Soviet position on Berlin pre- 
pared by the Qeraan Foreign Of flee (circulated as II WWO/5.1) • The paper 
emphaaiaed the Oeman belief that the Soviet leader** while having as 
their long tarn objective the expulsion of the Weetern powere froa Berlin,, 
do not now wish to ran the risk of warj while, on the other hand, a 
"Western failure" in Berlin would do great daaage to the defense morale of 
the entire Weet, 

Mr<.Kohler aeked what the Oeman eatlaate would be In the event of 
breakdown of negotlatione followed by conclusion of a eeparata Soviet peace 
treaty with Western Oar-many and a turn-over of access controls of Berlin 
to the East Oeraans and whether the Germans had considered the effect 
of this on contingency planning^ In reply 4 . Mr„ Krapf said the Oeman 
eatlaate was that Khrushchev would not go so far as to risk war* 
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Mr, Laloy stated that what Khrushchev did after the i 
largely on what the West did at the auandto We should try to avoid letting 
the subject cone to a breaking pointo It was poselble that United egree~ 
raant on disaraaaant or East-West relations could give Khrushchev a pretext 
or reason not to push the Berlin problem to its ultimate conclusion,, 
Mr* Laloy suggested that the Quadripartite Oroup might prepare a refutation 
of Khrushchev *s frequent comparison of a possible separate peace treaty 
with the Soviet Zone regime with what Khrushchev termed unilateral American 
conclusion of a peace treaty with Japim after the second World War. 

MTo Krapf pointed out that publio opinion in the world should again 
be reminded who started the world crisis in Berlin,, Mr. Krapf tabled a 
preliminary German paper on taotlcs on Oermany and Berlin for the summit 
(distributed aa II WW0/$.2) and noted that the Oeman idea waa baaed on 
starting the negotiations st a point away from the Oeneve proposals of 
July 28, 1959 and then, if necessary, allowing the negotiations^ come 
back to them aa the final culmination, Mr* Krapf emphasised taat/Tu3y 26 
proposals were considered by the Federal Republic ae the ultimate limit of 
Western concessions on Berlin „ 

Mr, Laloy said that there was no great difference between the Mey and 
July propoeals but at the sane time we did not want to begin with the old 
proposala right at the starto We might begin by pointing out to the 
Soviets that they are the onee who desire to change the status quo, - the 
West did not „ We have a workable situation at the moment and if they wish 
to ohange it they will have to advance some usable proposals ot their own. 
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In other words, we would dig la and wait to aee what the Soviets brought 
forward on Berlin., A aoeond possibility would be to lnaiat with greater 
en y ha al a than previously on a solution of tba Berlin question valid for the 
whole of Berlin, Soeh an approach uould give more room for Maneuver and 
•atabllah the principle of reciprocity in dealings with the Soviets on 
Berlin. It wae, in addition, an easily anderetood poeition. 

Mr* Hillenbrand deaeribed a U„3 paper on the poealblllty of a 
plebladte to be oarried out in all parte of Germany, noting that it was 
baaed on a traditional western principle of aelf ^determination and that It 
could contain a choioe of posit iona in favor of a peace treaty to be 
negotiated with an aU-Oeraun government or for a peace treaty with the 
"two German states", or baaed on the choice between the Weatern Peace Plan 
and the Soviet peaoe treaty* 

Mr. Uloy noted that the duration of the £aat»Weat ataamit and the 
liadted tine available for dlscuaeion of the aeparate eubjoeta, which meant 
that we would have to take a different approach to preparatione than that 
taken at the Oeneva Poreign Minletera* Meeting* Examination In the working 
group of the Berlin and (knua queatlona must be thorough but the reaulta 
necessarily short. These considerations added attraction to the Oeman 
propoaal advanced by Mr„ Krapf for the establishment of aone aort of 
machinery for continuation of negotiation on the Berlin quaatlon beyond 
the euandt. 

Summarising, Mr. Kohler eaid that the ianedlate taaka of the working 
group would be to begin the review of the Weatern Peace Plan and the three 
papere which have been presented to the Oroup for ita next nesting on the 
afternoon of January 27 o 
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